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                          OBSERVING YOUR CHILD’S CLASS AT WORK
Normally, Montessori schools welcome, and often even urge, parents to observe the children at work.  This is not the case though during the first sensitive weeks of the school year, when students (especially the younger ones) are familiarizing themselves with the new routine and new environment.  Even returning students normally need a few weeks to get back in the swing of the daily routine.  For this reason, most schools will ask parents to avoid classroom observations just as the new year begins.
At Casa, you will need to contact the office to let them know when you would like to visit.  The teachers’ focus will be on the children, and they will not have time to speak with you during your visit.

When you are observing, you will want to see the class at its normal routine and not responding to the novelty of your presence.  When you visit, you will be asked to sit in a designated visitor’s chair in the classroom.  A great deal can be learned by patient and quiet observation of your child and his or her classmates at work.

If your child finds it very distracting to have you observing in her room, you may want to visit at a later time.

Points to Look for When You Observe

As you sit down to carefully observe in a Montessori classroom for the first time, what    catches your eye?

How is the classroom organized?  What do you notice about the layout of the activities, furnishings, and shelves?

Pay attention to the way the teachers interact with the children.  What do you notice?

Perhaps during your observation you will see the teacher correct or discipline a child.

What do you notice?

As you observe, try to look for any unwritten rules and procedures that the children are following.  What do you notice?

Focus on a particular child other than your own.  Follow her work.  How does she spend her time?  How does she select work?

You will probably see the teacher present several different lessons during your visits to either small groups or individual children.  What do you notice about the way they teach?
What do you notice about the educational materials on the shelves and how the children work with them?  What Montessori materials seem to be most attractive to the children?

Focus on a few different Montessori materials.  What concepts or skills does each isolate?  How do the teachers introduce the children to the materials?  Try to catch one child learning from another.

Focus on the control of error built in to several of the materials.  How do they self-correct? Try to observe a child correcting her own work through the built-in control of error.

As you observe the children at work, do you sense that there are certain tasks that the children prefer?  How do you – as an adult – respond to the Montessori materials?  Are you drawn to them?  Do you wish that you could have gone to a Montessori school?

What sort of interactions do you notice among the younger and older students?

(This information was taken from an article written by Tim Selden of the Montessori Foundation.)

